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(3) Structurally, this is a platform frame building; firewise, it is the equivalent of a balloon-frame building. The floor voids are interconnected by 
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(3a) utility piping such as this plumbing vent. 
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	4) Wooden I-beams are no better than trusses as fire stops because they legally can have holes for wiring and large holes for ducts, metal, or plastic. 
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(5) In some cases, an unprotected steel beam or a flitch plate girder (see photo 9) is used to provide a wide, clear span. The failure of a steel beam cost the life of a Georgia firefighter. 
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(6) The peaked roof is supported on lightweight wood trusses. Personnel operating from a tower ladder should perform ventilation. No code requires that the roof be a safe operating platform for firefighters 
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(9) This is a "flitch plate girder," a piece of steel plate sandwiched between two wood beams. It tells us that the beam is carrying an unusually heavy load or long span. If the wood burns, the steel will buckle and the beam will fail. Note this hazard on the preplan.
